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Wherein the Importance of the Thing it 
ſelf, is familiarly Debated, the Neceſſi- 
ty Urg d, and the vulgar. Objections _ + 
3 of the Ill affected againſt it; fairly an- 1 
* ſuited”: to all Capacities. —_— | 
£25 By: DAVID REES. 5 
— n 
Lundin, nd by K Ti okty for oth Ward 
at the Ning Am in Little Brian, and 
F en n eaſes 
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L itt 
The PREFACE. 
| - g 0 
A the Subſtance of the en- 
SS END ſuing ' Diſcourſe was composed 
NG and preach'd at all, is owing 
to the ſtrong Repreſent ations of 
IE 1 worthy Friend in London; 
4 24 who pe / waded me; that ſome- 
thing of this Nature, deliver d in a'plain Way, 
might very probably be uſeful in certain Parts of 
CR SSRN 
That tig now Publiſid; is in a great Meaſure 
owing to the repeated Inſtances of my highly ho- 


—— — 
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nour d Brother, Doctor Philip james, aud of the || 21. D. 


Church under his Care, and the Audience under 
hu Miniſtry at Hempſtead, whoſe kind and 
accurate joint Letters to this Purpoſe, I hae 
eee 

When I found that the gobd Peeple were ſo wil- 
ling to read over what they had once heard, (as 
they were pleas'd to declare it with great Satisfa- 
ction) and obſerving, that they were ſo far from 
taking it amiſs, and being affrighted at the ime 
partial Repreſentation of their Duty. That on 
the contrary, they appear'd to receive the Meſſage 
with g/adneſs of Heart, and generouſly enter d 
zpon the laudable Practice of what bad been ſin- 
cerely recommended to em. Ka, 

T tht ſuch giod natur d Uſage, and Chriſti- 
an Reception, deſerv'd to be gratified and acknow- 
ledg d in as reaſonable a Meaſure as the Publica- 
tion of this ſeems to be, For hereby they will have 
a more deliberate Opportunity of acting the noble 
Berean Part, in ſearching the Scriptures daily, 
to know whether the Things they heard, bave 4 
ſure and viſible Foundation there. Fg 

J have room in this Place to premiſe cer- 

A2 tain 
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tain Remarks, which tend to elucidate. and 


help to clear up, ſome particular Points of 


the Subjelt contain d in this Sermon. Which 
may not improperly be inſerted in a Pre- 
face, and yet weuld look odd in the Difcourſe 
rt ſelf, and be apt to binder and diſturb the 
well-meaning Reader in the Peruſal of it. 

F I. I obſerve the commen Current of Exyo- 
tors agreeing in the ition, that Mel- 
— kay, 4 veal —— and with them 
have readily gone. Aud yet it miſt be 
own'd, that | Man) is a Supplement in our 
Tranſlation, Heb: J. 4. Now conſider how 
great this Man was, there it neither d rig 


+ L Aner] nor Arber L Anthropos ] nor any 


Thing elſe peremptorily to determine that he was 
proper Man, and not ſome other intelligent Be- 


ing, in the appear ance. of human Form. + 


Some learned Writers have taken hold of 
this Handle, and ftrenuouſly fallen in, wit 
the other fide of the Queſtion, VIZ. That be 
was no other than the proper Son of God, the 
great high Prieſt of our Profeſſion, the Prince 
of Peace, and King of Saints. Of this Num- 
ber is Pet. Cunæus, who with great ſtrength 
of Judgment, as well as very nice Critical 
Learning, has left us an excellent profeſs'd 
Diſſertation on this Head, de Repub. Hebr. 
lib. 3. Cap. 3. However in a Point of meer 


| Speculation as this is, there can be no great 


Danger in 4 modeſt Enquiry,” That the vulgar 
Opinion, Viz. his being one of the Sons of No- 
ah, & not true, I think is plain enough, for 
we have an Account of their Parentage, and 
zbeir Poſterity; great Numbers of very carvous 
Writers agree, that he was a Man, tho 
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is vil; 
they - differ in determining who be. war, 
Dr. Cave makes him to be one of the Reguli, ö 
or Petty Kings in the Land of Canaan, extranre | 
dinarily rais'd up and bro't in amang the Cana« | 
anĩtes, without any mention of hi: Original or End, 
of his Predeceſſor, or Succeſſor, that he might be / 
4 fitter Type of Jeſus Chriſt in all Things. As to 
bis Royal Title King of Salem, it do's by no means 
interfere with his Prieſtly Function, not hing mare 
common in ancient Tames, than for the ſame Per- 
ſon to ſuſtain both the Regal and Sac er dot al Cba- 
raſters, or to be both King and Prieſt. | 
Virgil :24roduces Anius, as King and Prieſt 
of the Iſland Delos, 
Rex Anius, rex idem hominum, Phcebique. 
Sacerdos 


Vittis & ſactaà redimitus tempora lauro, 

Occurrit. 3 er. 
1 And Cicero r epreſents Romulus the Firſt King 
| of Rome, as one of the ſacred Order, as well 
p as raisd to the Regal Dignity. Hujus urbis 
P Parens Romulus, non ſolum auſpicatò ur- 
e bem condidiffe, fed ipſe etiam optimus Au- 
gur fuiſſo. traditur, Lib. 1. de Divinat. 
h But even the ſacred Writings themſelves, give 
i u very memoreble Iſt ances to this Purpoſe, Da- 


d vid King of Mrael,” was an eminent Prophet, and 

r. compos'd a variety of Pſalms and Divine Songs 

er for the public Celebration of. the Worſhip of God. 

at A for Solomon there is one of his Boaks that goes 

Ar by the Title of that of the Preacher, and begins 

o- thys, The Words of the Preacher, the Son of Eccl.1. i. 
for David King of Jeruſalem. 5 ' 

nd Theſe Conſiderations put together, will belp 

128 us eaſi ih to reconcile the two Appelations of 

ho 


Melchizedec, as King of Salem, ard at the 
ame Time Prieſt of the moſt high God. 
2 The next my to be illuſtra ed is. what 


: demon- 


| 
| 
| 
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T vi). 

Aemonſtrable Proportion of maintenance "the 
Levites had; and a learned Prelate [Biſhop 
Barlow? hath left us an exact Calculation of 
their ſhare, in his genuine Remains, Pag. 272. 

© The Levites numbred from a Month old 
© and upward, were not a twenty Seventh Part 
© of the Iſraelites; and tho the Iſraelites 
© were numbred only from Twenty Tears old 
© and upward, yer they contain'd the Number 
© of the [evyites 27 Times and 9550 over. 
© And altho the Levites were fo far from being 
© 4 tenth Part, that they were not 'a twent 
< ſeventh Part of Iſrael, yet they [the Levites)] 
* had the Tenth of the whole Land, aud many 
F other Proſits and Advantages, 4 Catalogue of 
© which we have particularly Recorded in Num. 
© 18.8, 9, 10, &c. They had 48 Cities with 
© their Suburbs or Territories for their Cattle, 
© Joſh. 21. more Cities than any other Tribe 
© had, ſave the royal Tribe of Judah. 
3. The laſt Thing to be conſider dis, how the 
firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, ſupported their Mi- 
niſlry and Worſhip. We may form ſome tole- 
rable Idea from the Scripture Account, how it 
was with the * Apoſtles in their Time, they were 
in a great Meaſure itintrant, travelling much 
from Place to Place, and were ſuccour'd and 
entertain'd by the Converts, whom they had 
made: Theſe were mindful of them when in 
Diſtreſs, as we find Oneliphorus made it his 
Buſineſs to ſeek ont the Apoſtle Paul, when 4 


| Priſoner in Rome; they made their ColletFions 
"Me r. for the Relief of the Poor, and the . 5 


ſhews, *twas a ſtanding Rule generally ſettled 
in the Churches, 1 Cor. 16. 1, 2. Now con- 
cerning the Collection for the Saints, as ! 


have given Order to the Churches of G- 


latia, even ſ; do ye. Upon the firſt Day 


( vii J 

of the Week, let every one of you lay 
by him in Store, as God hath proſper'd 
him. And we find in the verſe following, they 
remitted their Bounty from one Place to ano- 
ther, according to the Circumſtances of the 
Saints» And when I come, whomſoever 
you ſhall approve by your Letters, them 
will I ſend to bring your Liberality unto 
Jeruſalem, 
The late Biſhop of Sarum has touch'd upon 
this Point in his Hiſtory, of the Rights of 
Princes, &c. p. 15, 16, 17. Having treated 
of the Method of Elections, he ſays, I ſhall 
* give an Account in the next Place of the 
* Proviſions that were made for the Clergy. 
© As he goes on, he obſerves, that the Apoſite 
© aſſerts the Right of Maintenance to thoſe who 
* miniſter 'd in gp ns Things, as due by na- 
* tural Equity, but ſets no Rate: Tet "tis not 
to be doubred, but that in the firſt Fervors of 
© Chriſtianity, there were large Offerings made, 
© ſufficient for the Occaſions that called for 
© them; for Lucian takes Notice, of the great 
* readineſs of the Chriſtians to relieve any that 

came among em, eſpecially ſuch as ſujfer'd 


* for the Faith; and a little lower, beſides 


© private Charities, there was a common Stock 
that was committed to the Biſhop's Care; as 
* * Juſtin Martyr informs us, be ſays, ſuch 
* 4s were Wealthy (did as they pleas'd every 
* one freely) bring in what they tho't fit, which 
© Was gathered together, and put into the Hands 
© of ehe Preſident, who out of it reliev'd Or- 
© phans, Widows, ſick Perſons, Priſoners, Stran- 
gers, and all ſuch as were in want, 
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©. were at Rome 1500 Widows and | 
© People, who were ſupplied by the Grace and 


.c R 
by Cyprian wrg's as 4 Reaſon, that Clergy- 


2 * — = 


WK 7 | 
os writes that in bis Nm, ther: 
affiifted 


© Bounty of God, that is by Charity; ſo great 
© were the Numbers of the Poor, aud ſo large 


were the charitable Oblations of the Rich. 


© And Cyprian tells us of the Manner of 

© drviding theſe Oblations, they had at Car- 
, _ a monthly Dividend in which all the 
s of the Clergy had their ſhare. This 


men oupht not to involve themſelves in ſecu- 


© lar Affairs ; inſtead thereof ſays he, ſuch as 


© are once by any Clerical Ordination promo« 


ted in the Church of God, ought not to be 
© called away by any Thing from the Divine 
© Miniftry; nor be mvoly'd in woridly Trou- 
< bles and Affairs, but being admitted to the 


* Honour of the Brethren, they ſhould be Day 


and Night employd in heavenly and ſpiritu- 
# al Matrers ': There is a very handſome Ac- 


count given of the uſages of thoſe Days, and of 
#he Innovations that crept in gradually in after 
Ages, by that learned Prelate; but I ſhall de- 
tain the Reader here no longer, only to obſerve 
that tis certain in the main, that the conſci- 
entious aud voluntary Cuntributions of the Peo- 
ple, honourably ſupported their Miniſtry, and 
ſaſficiemly provided for the Poor among em; 
and that atcording to the ſtricteſt ſearch I 
can make at preſent, the Proteſtant Diſſen- 
ters in England and Wales come neareſt 


the primitive Model in theſe Things of any 


Body of proftſid Chriſtians that 1 know of, 
upon the Face of the Earth be! 
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1 Cor. ix. 14. 


Eyen fo hath the Lord ordain'd, that 


they which preach the Goſpel, ſhowd 


live of the Goſpel. 


HES E Words fix the main- 


; ö . . . 
=> 2 niſtry upon a comparative 
24 Foundation, and lead us 
back to conſider the Mo- 


7 . 
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6 ſac Settlement for the Sup- 
port of the Levitical Prieſthood; in order 
to judge from thence, what reaſonable 5 

Nets villos 


we 


2 tenance of the Chriſtian Mi- 


Rom. 10. 
12,13, 14 


(2] 


viſion ſhould be made, for thoſe who Mini- 


ſter under the New Teſtament. 
The Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, with the in- 
eſtimable train of Bleſſings attending it, is 


the higheſt Truſt that ever was committed 


to Mankind; the Adminiſtration and En- 
largement of the Kingdom of Grace, de- 
pending, under the Influence of the Divine 
Spirit, on the due Improvement and faith- 
ful diſpenſing of the Word of Reconcilia- 
tion. For tho* our Lord Chriſt is over 
all, and rich unto all, that call upon him. 
Tet bow ſhall they call on him, in whom the 

have not believed? And how ſhall they believe 
in him, of whom they have not heard? An 


how ſhall they hear without a Preacher? And 


how ſhall they preach, except they be ſent ? How 
beautiful are the Feet of them that preach the 
Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of 


1517. "good Things ! So then Faith cometh by hearing, 


hearing by the Word of God. | 
From the Conſideration of the Impor- 
tance and Neceſſity of theſe Things, *tis 
plain, that the Doctrine and Preaching of 
the Goſpel, may be very honourably plead- 


ed for, againſt the vain Philoſophy of the 


fond Diſputers of this World; as well as. 


defended againſt the Torrent of Contempt 
and Diſparagement, wherewith *tis daily 
born down, by Multitudes of ignorant, ir- 
religious, and prophane Men. 

That choſen Veſlel, the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, did more than once mag- 
nify his Office, and Glory in that Chara- 
cer wherein he was veſted, and in the 
Work and Employ ment whereunto he was 
called, appcaling- loudly to the whole 
World, That he was not in the leaſt * 
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of the Goſpel of Chriſt; it being ordain'd to be 


the Power of God to Salvation, to all thoſe that 
believe. ; i 

The ſame Ground in the main of Con- 
fidence towards God, and of Succeſs a- 
mongſt Men, is left us, even in the ordi- 
nary Miniſt ration of the Word: Since the 
great Mediator has engag'd his powerful 
Preſence, for the Encouragement of publick 
Worſhip: He that holds the Stars in his 
right Hand, and who preſerves Light in 
golden Candleſticks, having graciouſly de- 


Clar'd, Lo I am with you always, even unto Matt. 28, 


the End of the World. 


It therefore very nearly concerns Preach- 


ers and Hearers to conlider well their Du- 
ty in this Point; how they may molt eſte- 
ctually Support the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, 
not only in their own Day, but approve 
themſelves happy Inſtruments to perpetu- 
ate the ſame, and to tranſmit ſo great a 
Bleſſing, as the Purity of Divine Worſhip 
to Poſterity; this may be deſervedly call'd 
in Scripture Senſe, living and dying to the 
Lord. 

The Province aſſign'd me at this Time, 
is in ſome meaſure to urge and enforce 


this Duty, and to ſhew, that the Com- 


mands of God are expreſs in this Caſe; 
and conſequently, that there is an undeni- 
able Obligation, on all Chriſtian Wor ſhip- 
pers, to contribute their utmoſt Endea- 
yours, to promote the furtherance of the 
Goſpel in the World. 

And that I may frame a Method ſuita- 
ble to my Deſign of Brevity and Plainneſs, 
I ſhall digeſt the former Part of my Dif- 
Foprle into ſome _—_ Propoſitions, ſuch 
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as J hope will appear uſeful and introducto- 
ry to my main Purpoſe, and then endea- 
vour to demonſtrate, that what is contain'd 
in theſe Propoſitions is grounded in the 
Holy Scriptures. fa 

am not inſenſible of the Diſadvantages 
a Miniſter labours under in treating on 


this Subject, but ſince we have the Foot- 


ſteps of inſpird Writers, and even of our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles, in opening and 


ſettling the Goſpel Diſpenſation after this 


manner, 1a making reaſonable Allowances 
for thoſe concern'd in the Miniſtry of ir, 
we may venture to tread in their Paths. 
In this View then, when Divine Autho- 
rity ſhall clearly appear on our fide, there 
will be good Reaſon to hope, that the Argu- 
ments produc'd, will have the gteater 
weight, and ſtronger Influence on the Minds 
of Men. | | e 


I now proceed directly to the firſt Pro- 
poſition, vix. | 
I here ever was a certain manifeſt Obliga- 
tron on ſome to teach others the Know- 
ledge of God, and the Ways of Piety and 
MY from the very beginning of the 

or d. 


This was God's ordinary Means of pre- 
ſerving and propagating, the necefſury 


Notices of himſelt among the Children of 


Men. The Truth of this cannot be de- 


ny'd by any, that will look back to the 


Account that AMoſes gi ves us of the firſt 
and early Ages of the World, and their 
manner of knowing and -worſhipping God 


in-thoſe Times, 
e Twas 


[53 

'Twas the undoubted moral Duty of 
Adam, the Head and Source of Mankind, 
to inform his immediate Deſcendants, in 
what State and Condition they came into 
the World, and to let em know, that 
they were Children of ſinful guilty Parents, 
under a juſt Sentence of Condemnation to 
Death; unleſs a way could be found out 
to pacify the Divine Wrath. By one Man 
(himſelf) Sin having enter d into the IWorld, 
and Death by Sin. 

He ſurely told *em, what had paſt ſince 
his and their Mother's Creation, and com- 
municated :to *em the glimmering Hopes, 
graciouſly given by their awful Creator, 
when threatning the Tempter, he ſaid, 
That the Seed of the Woman, at laſt ſhould 
bruiſe the Head of the beguilivg Serpent, 

Thus he tutor'd and inſt ructed 'em, and 
as they grew up to Years of Underftand- 


ing, directed 'em to offer Sacrifices, to 
prepare and produce of what they had an 
Offering to the Lord, We read accord- 
ingly, that in Proceſs of Time, Cain bro“ 
of the Fruit of the Ground, and Abel of the 
Firſtlings of his Flock, and of the Fat thereof. 

Such a dutiful Behaviour, were it faith. 
fully done as it was on the Part of Abel, 
ſeem'd the molt likely way to appeaſe the 
Divine Anger, and alſo to expreſs an 
humble Thankfulneſs to God, for the 
Kindneſs, and Bounty of his Providence 
towards ein. 

There is particular Notice taken of A- 
bes Performance at this Time, God teſti- 
fying his Acceptance of his Gifts; there- 
tore the Apoſtle has rank'd him among 
the notable Worthies recorded for their 


nal 


Gen. 4. 3. 


Heb. 11. 
4. 
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ſignal Faith and Zeal. By Faith Abel offer d 


more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, viz. by 
Faith in the Mercy of God, and very pro- 
bably in the Intimation, that his Father had 
given him of the abovementioned Seed. 

If we extend our View further, and con- 
fider Mankind as increaſing, and multiply- 
ing upon the Face of the Earth; we may 
obſerve the good Men, not only as Ma- 
ſters of Families, and domeſtic Heads, 
governing, and providing for thoſe under 
their Care. But we may look upon 'em, 
as ſpiritual Guides and Inſtructors, teach- 
ing them the Mind and Will of God, that 
they might walk in his fear: 5 

Seth and Enos have the Honour to he 


"repreſented as at the Head of a Generati- 


on, beginning to call upon the Name of 
the Lord; or as ſome will have it, juſt 


Gen. 4 26. begun to be called by the Name, of the 
or 


Ver. 14, 
Me... 


© 2 Pet 2 
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f WO the Seventh from Adam is taken 
Notice of in the New. Teſtament by Jude 


the Apoſtle, as Preaching or Propheſying 


even at that diſtance, concerning the End 
of the World; aſſuring, That the Lord 
would come with ten. thouſands of his Saints, 
to execute Judgment upon all daring Sinners, 
for their ungodly Deeds, and their prophane 
and hard Speeches utter'd againſt God, 

There is peculiar Honour done to the 
Character of Noah, not only as à righte- 
ons Perſon himſelf, but as a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs to others, and that at a Time 
when the whole World had ſhamefally lett 


the Lord: He ſtood up as a faithful Mo- 


nitor to a vile ungodly Generation, and 
therefore found Grace in the ſight of * 
— i. | 0 


| Lewdneſs of thoſe round about him, vex- 


Abraham for inſtructing his numerous Houſe- 


71 

ſo that himſelf and Family were ſignally 
ſaved, when the dreadful Deluge ſwept a- 
way the World of the Ungodly. Thus 
having been faithful to his Truſt in the | 
old World, he became Head of the New, iy 
and immediately built an Altar, and of- | 
fer'd burnt Offerings to the God of his 
Preſervation, as an Acknowledgment of Gen. 8, 
the gracious Deliverance he had receiv'd, 20, 21» 
and a freſh Pattern of religious Worſhip 

to his Family. | 


Lot is worthily recorded, as rebuking 


ing his righteous Soul, becauſe of their 

filthy Deeds; and openly teſtifying his 
Abhorrence of the Abominations of the 

Time and Place wherein he liv'd. There- 

fore he was peculiarly favour'd and taken Gen. ch. 
Care of, that he might eſcape a ſhare in 19- 

the common Calamity and deſtructive 
Vengeance, 

Job who is allow'd to live near or a- 
bout theſe Times, ſhews his religious Care, 
and great Concern for his Children and 
Relations; he was Jealous over *em with 
a godly Jealouſy, while they were recei- 
ving and returning their feſtival Viſits, 
leſt they might perad venture Sin againſt 
the Lord in ſo doing, Therefore we Job 1. $4 
read, He ſent and ſanttified them, viz. pray- 
ed for them; and Charg'd them to ſancti- 
iy themſelves, and to be in a prepared 
Frame to wait upon God by Sacrifice, And 
he aroſe up early in the Morning and offer d. 
burnt Offerings, according to the Number of 
em all, and thus did 500 continually. 

There is a diſtinguiſh'd Character given 


bold, 


—ů 


EEE , IR oc 
hold, and thoſe under his Care, in the 
Ways of Religion; God expreſſed a pe- 
culiar Satisfaction in his Piety and Faiths 
fulneſs as to this Point, that ke would be 
ſdre to- diſcharge his Duty, as twas ex- 


Gen. 18. pected from him: For I know him, that he 


19. 


will command hss Children, and his Houſe- 
bold after him, and they ſhall keep the way 
of the Lord to do Juſtice and Judgment. 
We find the Name and Office of Mel- 
chizedec mention'd with ſacred Awfulneſs 
and uncommon Veneration, as one highly 
exalted and dignified of the Lord, and 
intirely devoted to his Service; whoſe 
proper Function and principal Buſineſs of 
Life, *rwas to miniſter in Holy Things. 
Therefore he is by way of Eminence cal- 


* 14. led the Prieſt of the moſs high God; but 


to cloſe what 1 have to ſay under this 
Head. | 

I ſnall only obſerve, that the Firſt-born 
had a peculiar Privilege, not only in re- 
gard to his ſuperior Rule over the reſt 
and his having a larger ſhare of the Subs 
ſtance of his Father's Houſe. * But in a 
particular Manner, *twas his Province to 
aſſiſt, and upon occaſiou to repreſent the 
Father in the Buſineſs of religious Wor- 
ſhip; and 'tis in this Senſe, that 1 under- 


ſtand the Heinouſneſs and Aggravation of 


Eſau's Sin t in the Sale of the Primogeni- 
ture, to gratify a furious ſenſual Appe- 


* 


2 f — 


+ In quo jure primogeniture, comprebendelatut 
et jus Sacerdotij; tangit eos qui damni vitandi 
ranſa, conventos Chriſizanos deſerebant, in quibus 
Chriftiani tanquam Sacerdotes preces Deo offerunt. 
Grot, in Ic : 

1 | ite, 


ſhall this Birthright do to me? But we 


| Reaſon to judge, that tho' this was before 


1 


tite, he raſhly parted with his Right to 

at in religious Affairs, for this Reaſon . 

he is juftly call'd the || prophane Perſon 

Eſau; nay, he ſpoke very lightly of his Heb. 12. 
Birth-right, not valuing the high and . Fe 
awful Privilege of being entitled to mi- 32 
niſter in Divine Things, and what good 


read he ſorely repented afterwards, and Heb. 12 
ſought it again with Tears, yet found no,,, * 
means to recover it. And tho” he grew 
Wealthy and Powerful enough in the 
World, yet God did ſo order it, that 
true Religion went with the Family of his 
Brother Jacob. 

Again, *tis in this Senſe, that I under- 
ſtand thoſe Places where * Prieſts afe 
mention'd among the Children of Vael 
before the Inſtitution of the Levitical Prieſt» Exo. 19. 
hood, let the Prieſts alſ which come near 
to the Lord, ſanctify themſelves, let not 
the Prieſts and the People break thro', 
to come up unto the Lord. There is good 


the delivery of the Law, and the expreſs 
Settlement of their Order, that theſe Prieſts 
were the Firſt-born, who uſed to dire& in 
religions Aﬀairs among their Brethren. 
Not to mention any ſpecial Revelations, 
that God made of himſelf to ſome extra- 
ordigary Perſons in theſe Times, 

I conclude, from what has been offer'd 
to ſupport this Propoſition, that it was 


19 
_ 


l See ©, profanu 5. 
_ * QGacerdotes quoque ] id eff, primogeniti, rot. 
in oc. Dr, Cave's apparatus, 


the 


Frop. II. 
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the more immediate Duty and Province of 
ſome to teach others, and to Miniſter in 
their behalf ordinarily in Divine Things. 


I come now to the Second Propoſition, 
vix. 
That the W:rſhippers of the true God in all 
Ages, devoted ſome of the beſt of their 
worldly Subſtance, and were in Dut 
bound ſo to do, for the Honou? and Ser- 
vice of the Divine Majeſty. 


Surely this Practice was from the he- 
ginning look'd tipon as highly reaſonable, 
tounded in Juſtice, and the Relation that 
we ſtand in to God; is it not fit and be- 
comirig, that the great God who made the 
World, and the Things that are therein'; 
who fram'd Man at firſt after his own J- 
mage, gave him Dominion over all, this 
lower Creation, ſrar'd him when he tranſ- 
greſs'd, continuing him ſtill upon the Earth 
in the Fnjoyment of all good Things, 
ſhonld have the Heſt returns of Gratitude 
from all thoſe who draw nigh unto him? 


To he at the Expence of ſome worldly 
Subſtance to acknowledge the Divine Be-, 


ing, and our Allegiance to him; is the 
leaſt that could, or can be expected from 
the ſinful defendants of Adam. 

muſt have recourſe to ſome of the 
Paſſages already mention'd, tho' with a 
different View, from that for which I ci- 
ted 'em before; we find Cain and Abel 
bro't of what they had, according to their 
ſeparate Fmployments, and different Me- 


thods of Living; an Offering to the Lord, 


the one of the Fruit of the Earth, ſor he 


was 


x E | 

was a Tiller of the Ground; the other a 
Keeper of Sheep, who was conſcientious, 
and did as God expected from him, bring 
the beſt he had, of the Firſilivgs of his 
Flock, and of the Fat thereof; and the 
Lord looked favourably upon him and 
his Oblation, by graciouſly accepting of 
both. *Tis a Sign, what inward Reve- 
rence and due Regard, Abe! had for the 
Divine Being, in that he would Prelent 
the choiceſt he had, even ſuch Offerings 
as God himſelf fixed upon, when he came 
expreſly to make his demand, in ſettling 


Sacrifices under the ceremonial Law. 


But to procecd in this Argument, be- 
cauſe the Hiſtory of their State before the 
Flood is very ſhort and conciſe. No 
immediately upon his going out of the 
Ark, offer d a burnt Offering out of what 
he had reſerv'd. Job frequently offer'd 
Sactifices, and very ſolemnly ſanctificd 


_ Himſelf and Family to wait upon Gd 


therein. 

As ſoonas ever Abraham was called from 
Haran, and bro't to the Knowledge of 
the true God; we have an Account of his 
building ſeveral Altars, as he ſ-journ'd 
from one Place to another; at Sichem, at 
a Mountain Eaſtward, and at Bee jſhb, 
always willing and mindtul, to make the 
beſt Preparations he could, to acknow- 
ledge the Author of his Being, and the 
God of all his Mercies. And yet Which 
Is very remarkable, this devout and ex- 


_ emplary Perſon, upon his return from the 


x. got} of thoſe Kings; and havi::g re- 
ſcu'd his Kinſman Let from the Hands 
of his Enemies, oller'd unto Afclchixeder, 

C2 ihe 
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i 
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Gen. 14. 
18,19, 20. 


Hebs 7. . 
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the Prieſt of the moſt high God, Tithes of 
all, It ſeems plain, this was the Ground 
upon which Abraham a@ed in fo doing; 
he conſider'd, that Melchizedec's awful and 
ſacred Character, being eminently employ'd 
in the Service of the moſt high God, de- 
manded ſuch a dutiful Acknowledgment 
from him. 

The Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews Reaſons to this Purpoſe; now con- 
ſider, how great this Man was, unto whom 
eves the Patriarch Abraham gave the 
Tenth of the ſpoils. *Tis very reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe, that all other religious People, 
of what Rank ſoever, within the Com- 
paſs of the Miniſtration of- this extraor- 
dinary Perſon, made their canſtant Pre- 
ſents toward celebrating and maintaining 
the Honour of the God of Heaven. 

What I intend from what has been 
faid to make good this Propoſition ; is to 


ſhew, that as God abundantly bleſſed 


theſe Men, ſo they were faithful and 
willing to make their Returns to him, 
and there was ſome Expence of worldly 


Subſtance requir'd to diſcharge the Service 


of God in all Ages, according to their 
way of Living in thoſe Days. They had 
their Altars and Oblations, as well as their 
Poſterity in diſtant Ages, who liv'd in a 
mare ſettled State, and of whom we have 
a more clear and perfe& Account, 
Having thus taken a brief Survey of 
the Mode of Divine Worſhip, before the 


- Commencement of the Law, we come di- 


realy to conſider what was ordain'd un- 
der that Diſpenſation. 


And 
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And that 1 ſhall comprize in a Third 

Propoſition, %. 

When God was pleasd te ionify bis Will Prop. III. 

to his People þ a witten Law, and to 88 

appoint in what Manner and Circumſtan- 1 

ces, be would be worſhipp'd by them in 4 

formal Church-ſtate;, there was certain 

Order of Men devoted and maintain d 

on Purpoſe, to attend and ſerve in Di- 
vine Things, 


The delivery of the Law by Moſes, and 1 
the firſt framing of the Jewiſh Church, 
and all the Ordinances attending it, is a | 
ſufficient Proof of the Truth of this. 

The Houſe and Family of Levi, being 
in a particular Manner ſet a-part for the 
Service of God; their Brethren of the o- 1 
ther Tribes, were to look upon 'em as 
choſen for that Purpoſe; they were to 9 
hearken to em, and be directed by em, 
as far as they themſelves acted in Divine 1 
Things, according to the Commands of 11 
God. And in Conlideration of this, the q 
Levites were to be provided for, and Y 
maintain'd by the reſt of the Tribes. 
| That being diſcharg?d of all worldly 
F Incumbrances, they might with greater 
8 Freedom and Devotedneſs, give themſelves - — 
up to the Service of God; the Lord lay- i] 
ing a peculiar Claim to the Levites, or- f 
dain'd an agreeable Maintenance for them 
in his own Way; they were not to have 1] 
an Inheritance among their Brethren: And . I, 
that they might be fully ſatisfied in the | 
Proviſion that was made for *em, the Lord 
declar'd, That be himſelf was their Part, 2 18. 

| | an 42 23. 


* 


[14] 


16, 18. 7721. The Lord had taken them unto 
himſelf, by way of Redemption or Ex- 
change, inſtead of the Firſt-born of all the 
Children of I acl. 
need not obſerve, What an honoura- 
ble Settlement he ſecur'd for 'em, when 
the Tenth Part of the Subſtance and in- 
creaſe of the other Tribes, was allotted 
to the Houſe of Levi: Eleven Tribes to 
maintain One; thus when the Levites had 
received their appointed Tithes from the 
People, and iſſued out their Proportion 
of Tenth to the Prieſts; the Lord de- 
clar'd his Approbation of the Settlement: 
And leſt any covetous Perſon ſhould be- 
grudge 'em what they had, the Lord vin- 
Num. 18. dicates their Honour, and ſhews his Satis- 
30. faction in what he had ordain'd; for it 
was accounted. to *em as the Corn of the 
Tireſhing-floor , and the increaſe of the 
Wine-preſs. They had as much right to 
it, as if they had Land and Vineyards of 
their own, to manure and cultivate, and 
as if it had been the proper Fruit ot 
their daily Induſtry and honeſt Labour. 
| have looked back thus far, and trac'd 
Circumſtances iu this order, that you 
might be able to ſce, the ancient Cuſtoms and 
inſtitutions, as well as the Charges attend- 
ing Divine Worſhip in one direct View; 
and this will naturally lead us to our pre- 
ſear Cafe, a buſineſs that highly conceris 
the Honour and Intereit of our Redecm- 
er in the World, viz. the maintenance of 
the Miniſtry or the Goſpel. Even jo has 
te Lord ordain'd, that they which prey? 14e 
G pel, bud l. e of 1e Geſpel. 1 
| ; Co 


Num. 8. and their Inheritance among the Children of 


[ 15) 
Accordingly I have Two Things be- 
fore me. 


1. To prove, that our Lord Chriſt the 
Author of the Goſpel, has ſettled a conſtant, 
regular Miniſtry in his Church, 

2. That all who worſhip and profeſs the 
Name. of Jeſus Chriſt, are in Duty oblig'd to 
contribute to the Support of this Miniſtry. 


Surely, if the God of Order, took ſich 
Care of thoſe concern'd in his Worſhip, 
under the former Diſpenſation; he has not 
left the Miniſters of the New Teſtament 
ſo precariouſly deſtitute, as ſome ſort of 


Men would make us believe he has. 


1. As to the former of theſe, that onr 
Lord Chriſt has ſettled, and left a regular 
conſtant Miniſtry in his Church, none will 
deny; but ſuch who are profeſs'd Ene- 
mies to revealed Religion, and conſequent- 
ly to Chriſt and his Kingdom. One fa- 
mous Prophecy concerning the Meſ1ah was 
that when he came, by kim and his order 


the Goſpel ſhould be preached to the 


Poor. 


Jolm the Baptiſt, that Elias, that fore- 
runner of Glad-tidings, ufher'd in the 


dawn of Goſpel-light, afterwards immedi- 


ately aroſe the glorious Sun of Righteouſ- 


_ neſs with healing in his Wings; and when 
our Saviour had ſubmitted to Holy Bap- 


tiſm, the Spirit having deſcended on him, 
the Father openly teſtifying his full Ap- 
probation of him, as every way qualified 
for the great Work he was entring upon, 
having faſted, przy'd, and becn tempted 
of the Devil. Al 


* 
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Matt. 10 


Luke 10. 
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All theſe Things order'd in infinite 
Wiſdom as Preparatory, we find he be. 
zun his publick Miniſtry, preach'd the Go- 
1 in his own Perſon; wro't mighty 


Signs and Wonders, to confirm. his Do- 


Arine, and to conyince the World that 
he was come from God: Having thus 


proclaim'd the laſt and pureſt Diſpenſati- 


on; he calls to him twelve Diſciples, as 
Miniſters of his Kingdom, to whom he 
gave Authority to preach the ſame Do- 
ctrine, and to work the like Miracles. 
The Names, with the Commiſſion and 
Charge of the twelve Diſciples or Apo- 
ſtles, we have expreſly recorded. 

It appears afterwards, that becanſe the 
Harveſt was great, and the Labourers e- 
ry few, that he called Seventy other 25 


ciples, as Aſſiſtants in the awful Affairs of 


his Kingdom. Our Lord himſelf accord- 
ingly proceeded in the Work of his pul; 


lick Miniſtry, which laſted for ſomewhat 


. 


above the ſpace of three Tears. And-then 


he was put to Death accordi1: Sto the 


0 


« 
- 


* 


Scriptures, for the Tranſgreſſions“ 
People, and to bring in an everlaſting Righ- 
teouſneſss The Power of the Grave, and 
the bands of Death were not able to hold 


him; he roſe the third Day, and there- 


by was declar'd to be the Son of God 
with Power; after his Reſurrection he 
manifeſted himſelf to his Diſciples, con- 
firming their Faith in bim, communing 
with them, and opening their Under- 
ſtandings, that they might underſtand 
thoſe Scriptures, that particularly related 
to himſelf, as the great Mediator. He 


gave em full Aſſurance, that all Power 
J 


of His“ 


A—__  } 
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fa Heaven and in Earth was in his Hands, 
and having ſettled all Things in this low- - 
er World, took his leave of them in the 
moſt ſolemn and endearing Manner, and 
then was received up into. Glory. | 
Tis obſervable, that his farewell Charge 
to them, and thro? them to all their faith- 
ful Succeſſors, was, That they ſhauld preach 
the Goſpel, and adminiſter it's Ordinan- 
ces; having a moſt encouraging Promiſe 
annex id thereunto. Go ye therefore and teach Matt. 28. 
alt Nations, baptizing in the Name of the ®'&. 
Father, and of the Som, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; reaching them to obſerve all Things 
whatſoever I have commanded, and lo I am 
with you alway, tven unto the end of the 
World: | 
The Apoſtles were intent upon their 
Work after their Lord's departure, and 
began by filling up their Number in cho- 
ſing Matthias in the room of Judas the 
Traitor, to take part of the ſame Mini- 
ſtry and Apoſtleſhip with them. And 
N while they waited altogether to receive 
x the Accompliſhment of the Holy Ghoſt, 
they were enabled to ſpeak with divers 
Tongues as the Spirit gave them utte- 
rance, and io were qualified to obey the 
Command, in going abroad to preach the 
. Goſpel to all Nations. 
Nor were they left alone in this great 
Enterprize, the Lord ſoon rais'd *em faith- 
ful Aſſiſtants to carry on the Work, for 
he aſcended on high to give Gifts unto | 
Men. Accordingly he ſent, and gave ſome Eph.4.10, 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
geliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for 
the perfetting of the Saints, for the Work of 
| — 


the 
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the Miniſtry, for the ediſying of rhe body 
of Chriſt. Thus appear'd Mark and Luke, 
Paul and Barnabas, Timothy, Titus, Ar- 
chippus, &c. wonderfully devoted and ſet 
apart for the preaching of the - Goſpel, 
planting of Churches, and Ordaining Elders 
in divers Cities and Countries. 

Nor did Things reſt here, the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel was not to die- with that 
Age; but to be fupported and continued, 
even to the end of the World, as our Savi- 
our had promis'd his Preſence for that End. 

Accordingly the Apoſtles had their Suc- 
ceſſors, Men of eminent Faithfulneſs and 
Sanctity, as Polycamp, Ignatius, Clemens, Cc. 
fitted tor the great Work before 'em. 

And that I may give a little Light into 
the manner of their Progreſs; give me 
leave to lay before you a paſlage out of 4 
very learned + Writer, of undoubted Cre- 
dit, who has made it his Buſineſs to Treat 
of thefe Things, ſpeaking * of the begin- 
ning of Chriſtianity, and citing that 
© Text Rom. x. 18. Their ſound went into 
© all the Earth, and their Words unte tht 
* end of the World. Every one taking a 
© particular part of the World, for his 
© proper Province, to make known the 
© joyful News of Lite and Salvation thr 
© Chriſt therein. 4 

© Thus St. Andrew principally preach'd 
* the Goſpel 1n Scythia, St. Bartholomew in 
India, St. Matthew in Parthia, St. John in 
the ler Aſia; and all the reſt of the 
© Apoſiles had their particular Provinces 

+ Enquiry into the Conſt. Diſcip. Unity, &. of 
cle Prim. Ch. p. 10, 11. Edit. 1712+ 


— 
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c allotted. em, wherein they went forth 
© preaching the Goſpel. And as they came 
to any City, Townor Village, they pub- 
liſh'd to the Inhabitants thereof, the hleſ- 


ſed News of Life, and Immortality thro? 


ſeſus Chriſty, Conſtituting the firſt Con- 
verts of every Place thro' which they 
paſſed, Biſhops and Deacons of thoſe 
Churches which they gathered, fo ſaith 
Clement Romanus; the Apoſtles went forth 
preaching in City and Country, appoint- 
ing the firſt Fruits of their Miniſtry, for 
Biſhops and Deacons, generally leaving 
thoſe Biſhops and Deacons, to Govern 
and Enlarge thoſe; particular Churches 
oyer which they had placed them; whilſt 
they themſelves: paſſed forward, planted 
other Churches, and placed Governors 
over em. * Thus Gith Tertullian, Clemens 
was Ordain'd Biſhop of Rome by St. Peter, 
and Polycarp Biſhop of Sm-rna by St. John. 
Thus they very Couragioully proceeded, 
and under very great Oppreſſions, crucl 
Perſecutions, and. thro' Rivers of Blood; 
Chriſt has Miraculouſly preſerv'd his Church 
and Miniſtry, thro” al ſucceeding Ages, for 
the ſpace of near Seventeen. Hundred Years, 
even to our Day. Tis for this Miniſtry. 
and the Maintenance ther-of, that we are 
o much concern'd, And therefore ] am to 
endeavour to ſhew that the Perſons engag'd 
herein, being firſt called of God by hy 
Spirit and Grace, and then being approv'd 
and called forth by the Church or People, 

* Smirnz rum Eccleſia habens Pol.carpum, ab 
Johanne conlocatum, Romanorum Clement-m a 
Fetro Ocdinatum- De præſcrip. ad cis: Hacer. 
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And Laftly, Being. Ordain'd and ſet 
part for this Solem Function. 

Theſe Perſons, I ſay, ought to be mains 
tain'd by it and for it, or in the Apoſtle's 
Phraſe, even ſo has the Lord Orlas, tlas 
they which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the 
Goſpel. a "ER 

In order to make this appear, 1 would 
offer theſe following Arguments. 

rf, Tis founded in Juſtice and — 8 
in the very Nature and Reaſon o 
Thing. He that has devoted himſelf to 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, by a Divine 


Call, and the Requeft of Men; mould in 


int of Right, live by the exerciſe and 
iſcharge of that honourable Function. 
"Tis an Employ of Publick concernment, 
it moſt nearly affects others in the moſt 
Important Part, and they themfelves muſt 
acknowledge it upon a due conſideration : 
Who undertakes a Publick Character for the 
ſafety and good of others, and onght not to 
have a reaſonable Confideration for it ? 
| The Apoſtle has given us variety of In- 
ſtances of different Mare Inu ſtrate this 
Argument I am now upon; particularly, 
in our preceding Context, v. 7. who goeth 
a Warfare any time as his own Charge ? 
| Surely no Prince or State ever ſent a 


Leader of their Armies againſt the Enemy, 
but what was ſupply'd with ſuitable Pro- 


viſion, and all neceſſary Furniture, to en- 
able him to make his Stand and Appear- 
ance in the Field. If it be expected that 


he ſhould ſet out, and encounter with any 
Succeſs, let him be lor and furniſh'd 
e 


out anſwerably, by thoſe who have em- 
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Thus much is fairly contain'd in the 
Apoſtles Reaſoning on this Particular, 


The Generous Lehder, not only ventures 
his own Life and Honour, but he ſtands 


the greateſt Dangers, in the Defence and 


Service of others, and therefore a ready and 
1 Proviſion ſhould be made for 

m. | 

The Chriſtian profeſſion js often in the 
New Teſtament compar'd to a Warfaring 
State, and if Chriſt be the Great Captain 
of our Salvation, the Miniſters of the Gof- 
pe! are the Officers under him; and cer- 

inly they onght not to be left to the 
Scorn and Contempt of a cruel and ill- 
natur'd World, 

Beſides, the Reaſon holds good further, 
they might- perhaps manage their own pri- 
vate Warfare, and ſave their own Souls, 
but they expoſe themſelves for the Sakes, 
and Advantage of others; therefore tis but 
juſt and equitable that they ſhould be 
carefully ſuccour'd and provided for. 

Suffer me only to Apply this inſtance 
very briefly, yet very plainly for the Sakes 
of the meaner Capacities. i 

You muſt know then, that a Miniſter 
of a Congregation, is the Perſon intended 
going a Warfare, acting of others our 
by his ſound Poctrine and good Example, 
againſt the Tevil and his Kingdom, againſt 
a malicious, ignorant Generation, againſt 
many prophane Scoffers and Revilers, Ene- 
migs to all that is Good, and is there no 
Fund of neceſſary Supply, to bear up his 
Spirits, and ſtrengthen his Hand, in fo 
excellent a Cauſe as this? 

33 Let 
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Let us now View the next Similie, the 
Apoſtle makes uſe. of, Wha planteth a Vine- 
d, and eatheth not of the Fruit thereof ? 
The Reaſoning contain'd here is very ob- 
vious, it would be ſtrange and unnatura 
indeed, for a Man to Dig and Toil, and 
end his Time and Strength, in Planting 
and Raiſing a, Vineyard, and yet not to 
taſte of the Fruit thereof, both for Pleaſure 
and Refreſhment, P 
The Aplication of this Part js fairly this, 
a Miniſter is the Planter of the Vineyard, 
he beftows his Time and Labour, his Un- 
derſtanding and Strength, in endeavouring 
to Plant and Settle, to inſtru& and edify 
the Churches of Jeſus Chriſt. And mult 
be not have the Neceflaries of Life, while 
he, is thus employed in the beſt Work, 
and often in the Sweat of his Brow, ſtriv- 


ing to improve and cultivate his Lords 


Vineyard. | h | 
I ſhall at preſeht mention but one more 
of the agreeable inſtances the Apoſtle has 
produc d to this purpoſe, Who feedeth 4 Flock 
and catheth not of the Milł of the Flock ? 
This is ſo familiar a way of Reaſoning, 
that it can't but ſait the Capacities of all 
forts of People», Who would look after 
a Flock in, the Heat of the Day, and Dew 
of the Night, if he might have neither 
Wooll to cloath him, nor Milk to feed 
him? The Apoſtle well underſtood the 
make and temper of Mankind, and there- 
fore he Addreſſes himſelf in a way moſt 
tikely to conviace and ſtrike the Mind, by 
the moſt apt Similitudes that could be 
tho't (f. 

Theſe 
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Theſe things are fo very plain and in- 
ſtractive, that he appeals to the common 
ſenſes of all People; the Evidence of this 
Argument ſpeaks for it felf, let any Man 
make it his own. Caſe, and only imagine 
himſelf in the Room of a Miniſter, and 1 
am ſure he will agree to this way of 
Reaſoning. The Shepherd, or Perſon look- 
ing after the Flock, is the Paſtor of a 
Church or Congregation of Chriſtians, he 
watcheth over their Souls as one that muſt 
give an Account. He feeds em with Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding, he breaks unto: 
em the Bread of Life, he guides and leads 
dem by Divine Counſels and Perſwaſions, 
building them up in their moſt holy Faith. 

Now if the Paſtor feeds his Flock after 
this manner with Spirituals, will any Peo- 
ple think much to ſupply him with Tem- 
porals; thus the Apoſtle in 11. Verſe of 
our Context, if we have ſown unto you Spiri- 
tual Things, is it a great Thing if we reap of 
your carnal Things? ESL, 

1 am ſure the exchange in this Point, 
turns vaſtly to the Advantage of ihe 
Hearer. Spirituat Things I hope far ex- 
ceed all Temporals; and the Knowledge 
of Gd is infinitely © preferable to the 
periſhing Droſs of this Earth. And conſe- 


quently a faithful preacher of the GO 


pel well deſerves a comfortable ſhare of 
the Supplies of Life, and ought always 
to be accounted highly worthy of due eſteem, 
and of all the grateful Returns that can 
be made to him from a willing People. 
II. Secondly, The next Argument is taken 
from the Divine Inſtitution of a liberal Al- 
| ; lowance 
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lowatice to thoſe who miniſter d utider the 
former Diſpenſation. 


| The Apoſtle takes it for granted, that 


they would be eaſily convinc'd of the Rea. 
ſonableneſs of theit Duty, ſince it had been 
a practice of a long ſtanding in the Fewiſh 
Church, and that of God's own appoint. 
ment, to allow liberally for the Mainte. 
hance of the Prieſthood ; do ye not know that 
they which Minifler about Holy Things, livt 
of the things of the Temple? and they which 


wait at the Alter, are Partakers with the Als 


ter. And indeed who is there that has 
read the Old Teſtament, but what muſt 


know that the Prieſts liv'd by their Office! 


they miniſter'd in Holy Things for the 
Lord and the People, and their Miniſtry 
honourably maintain'd 'em. They ſerv'd 
at the Altar, and from thence a plentiful 
proviſion was allow'd em. They and their 


Families were to pertake of the beſt Ob- 


laticns, the Lord expresſly praviding that 
their Sons and their Daughters, and all who 
were clean in their Hovſholds, ſhould eat 
ot the choiceſt Fruits of the Land. 

1 ſhall mention but one Paſſage for ſatiſ- 
faction in this Point. | 

And the Lord ſpake unte Aaron, ſaying, 


Nom. 18. behold, I have oiven thee the charge of mine 
8. 9. Il.heave-cfferings, of all the haltowed things of the 


Children of Iſrael ; unte thee have I given them 
by reaſon of the anointing, and to thy Sens for 


an ordinance for ever. This ſhall be thine of 
the moſt holy things reſerved from the fire, e- 
very oblation of theirs, every meat-offering of 


heirs, and & treſpaſs-offering of #heirs, 
which they EA unto me, ſhall be _ 
| | | | oly 
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holy for thee and thy Sens. I have given them 


unte thee, and to thy Sons, and to thy Dang. 


ters with thee, by a ſtatute for ever, every one 
that is clean in thy houſe ſhall eat of it. All 
the beſt of the Oyl, and all the beſt of the 
Wine, and of the Wheat, the firft-ſruits of them 
which they ſhall offer unto the Lord, them have 
I given thee. : 
1 wovld not be miſunderſtood upon this 
Head, as if I intended to plead for Lux- 
ury and Voluptious Living, far from it, 
God forbid ! but I ſet this paſſage before 
the Eyes of ſome ill-natured fort of Peo- 
le, who would have Miniſters lead a de- 
ected, very mean if not half ſtary'd Life, 
who begrudge em even ſo much as com- 
mon fare with their Neighbours, and think, 
if they come up to this, 'tis too good for 


em. -But I hope better things tho I thus ſpeak, 


of the generality of Hearers, they have a 
mare agreable ſenſe of Juſtice, Gratirude and 
Generoſity. Miniſters are Uſually bro't'up 
as tender as other Men, tis great pity (if 
they are faithful eſpecially) they ſhould be 
expos'd to any hardſhips as to Food and 
Raiment, and ſupply for their Families, 
when they are ſettled ih their Work ; much 
more is it, that they ſhould be neglected 
in their Old Age, and made to fcel want 
and ſcarcity, after they have born the heat 
of the Day. Cloſe Application in a ſtuiions 
contemplative Life, is not the beſt friend 
to the Conſtitution, conſtant, laborious 
preaching and frequent faſtings are com- 
monly attended with a train of diverſe” 
weakneſſes, and indiſpoſitions. 

The conſideration of this calls for fome 
tender uſuage, and requires the agreable 
* Supports 
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1 Tim. 5. Supports of Life. Drink no longer Water, but 


t Tim. 4. 


2 Tim. 2. 


Ho 2 4s 


uſe a little Wine, for thy Stomach's fake, and 
thine often infirmities. | | 

Thirdly, The next Argument that 'T of- 
fer, is from the difficult and important 
Nature of the Work of the Miniſtry ; 'tis 
enough to take up the whole of any Man's 
Time. The Apoſtle might well ſay, but 
we will give our ſelves continually to Prayer, 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word. And who 
is ſufficient for theſe things? 'Tis a Work 
that neceſſarily requires Leiſure and Ap- 
plication, ſays the Apoſtle to Timothy, Me- 
ditate upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf wholly 
to 'em, that thy profiting may appear to all, 
take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine, 
again, ſtudy to ſhew thy ſelf approved unte 
God, a workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth, 

He that is appointed to feed others with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, ſhould have 
his allowance of Time to prepare their Spl- 
ritual Food for 'em, that he may be able to 
"IE forth out of his Treaſure things new and 
ola. 

Or elſe that terrible threatning of God 
thro* the Prophet may be juſtly apply*d to 
both the Miniſter and the People. There- 
fore fnalt thou fall in the day, and the Pro- 
phet alſo ſha fall with thee in the night, and 
1 will deſtroy thy Adother. My People are de- 
ſtroyed jor lack of knowledge, Ale, thou haſt 
rejeited kaowleage, I will alſo reject thee, that 
thou ſhalt be no Prieſt to me. 

'The Deep things of God, arid the Mi- 
ſtries of our Holy Religion, are not ſearch'd 
out to any good purpoſe, without very 
conſiderable Fans; we muſt daily Rog 
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the Holy Scriptures, with all the agreable 
helps we can come at, comparing Spiritual 
Things with Spiritual. F we cry after 
Knowleage, and lift up our Voice for Under- 
ſtanding, if we ſeck her as Silver, and ſearch 
for her as for hid Treaſure, then ſhall we un- 
derſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
knowledge of God. He that has not ſufficient 
Time for theſe Things, nor proper Means 
(Books) to aſſiſt him in his Cloſet, muſt 
appear very mean in the Pulpit, and ſpeak 


bur little to the Profit and Edification of 


thoſe he is concern'd with. But what is 
more amazing ſtill, the People love, or at 
leaſt ſeem eaſy to haye it ſo. 

It may nat be amiſs for me to take notice 
here, that there are two ſorts of Perſons en- 
gag'd in the Work of the Miniſtry. The one 
labours under the diſadvantage ot a very 
ſparing and ſlender Education, the other 
has been bro't pp in the ſtudy of ſome 
uſeful Branches of Literature; now ' tis hard 
to determine which of theſe two, has moſt 
need of a comfortable Maintenance, to make 
his Mind eaſy, and to give him ſuitable lei- 
{ure to attend his great Work. 

As to tlie former of theſe, he is unhap- 
pily cramp'd, and oblig'd to turn himſelf 
within the compaſs of his þare Bible, or it 
may be a few plain Books beſides, that 
tend but very little to advance uſeful Know- 
ledge, If this Man be obliged to work 
with his Hands, and to maintain himſelf 
and Family by his induſtry in Worldly 
aftairs, you may caſily gueſs, what a lean, 
unedifying Miniſtry his muſt be; and ic 
does not lie in his Power to mend it. It 
can't in reaſon be otherwiſe expected from 
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ie BÞ rather to be tenderly pitied 
le med. He has not Money to pur- 
Cut uſeful Books in his Mother 4.5 
Ur has he leiſure to peruſe them were they 
zreely preſented him. Whereas, if this Per- 
jon was diſcharg'd of the incumbrances of 
the World, that he might devote himſelf 
intirely to Reading, Study, and the im- 
he age of his Intelectuals; he might 
Xecome, not, only a workman that needed not 
50 be aſham'd, but an Ornament in his Day. 
Not to mention the deceas'd, whoſe Works 
yet ſpeak honourably for em. I could give 
many living inſtances of the truth of this, 
were it eit her neceſſary or proper. | 

But let us now turn our Eye tothe other 
fort, who has been train'd vp to ſome tol- 
lerable degree of Learning, we are to 
obſcrve then, that according to the uſual 
Method of Education, Languages and ſome 
parts of Philoſophy rake up the firſt Years 
of Minhocd, the proper Study of Divinity 
being left to the laſt, reſery'd as a Dia- | 
dem to crown all. 


When this Perſon is ſettled in the Mi- [ 
niſtry, not having half a peceſſary Mainte- 
nance, what muſt, or can be expected from t 
him? Were 1 to ſpeak my mind freely, 
he is the more miſerable of the two. He fi 
can't work, with his Hands, for he was F 
brot up to no Secular BuſindK ; tis impoſ- k 
ſible he ſhould, with any peace and vigour - — 
of mind perſue his Studies, Anxious Cares b 
will unayoidably prevent that. In ſhort, a 
he is in a ready way to be ſtarv'd in both, H 
Body and Mind, and to become dejected, diſ- ty 
pirited and uſeleſs in his Day. Quis talia ſaude th 
temperet @ lachrymi: ? many a brave At 
| . uncom- | 
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uncommon Genius hath been cramp'd, de, 
preſſed and buried in Qbſcurity, in theſe 
very Circumftances I have now mention'd.But 
what a diſcouragement in the mean time 
muſt this be to any, to turn their tho'ts 
towards the Miniſtry, and yet, the moſt 
neceſſary work in the World, the Harveſt 
truly is great, but the labourers are very few, 
} mean fach as are qualified for, and faith- 
ful in that Awful Character. 

Upon the whole, the ſtate of the Caſe R 
this, and may be bro't within a very nar- 
row compaſs. 

*Tis the Notorious fault of the People, 
that they have no better preaching in many 
places in this Nation; no wonder if their 
Bread be Courſe, ſcarce catable, where they 
give little or nothing for it. 

'Tis ſtrange that any ſhould be their own 
Enemies, and that in the moſt Importanr 
Affair, and be fo little concern'd about the 
Salvatipn of their own Souls, as to bc con- 
tented with any thing, whether it deſerves 
the Name of a Miniſtry or no, and all 
this to ſave a little Worldly Subſtance, | 

Oh fad, unhappy wretched coyetouſacſs | 
the Root of all Evil. 

| am loth to ſay it, and yet I am ſatiſ- 
fied in the truth of it, that there are many 
Rich Tradeſmen, and Wealthy Farmers at- 
tending in many Towns and Villages in this 
Nation, who have their Purſes of Gold ready 
by 'em, waiting for the welcome News of 
a Purchaſe or Mortgage ofier'd to their 
Hand. Who yet will ſcarce advance 
twenty Shillings a Year extraordinary, for 
the ſake of a Judicious and Solid Miniſtry. 
Are Lands and Houſes ang. the increa 50 of 
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Corn and Cattle of more value than the 
Souls of Men? is there any more likely way 
to ſave your own Souls, and thoſe of your 
Children and Families, than by ſitting un- 
der a found and able Miniſtry; then look 
out for ſuch a one. Put a juſt eſteem and 
value upon it, reſolve to allow for the 
honourable Maintenance of it, and encou- 
rage others ſo to do; and you'l find *rwill 
Turn to your infinite Comfort and Adyan- 
tage in the End. You'l have, when they 
are wanted, Men of Integrity and Ability, 
that will adorn and recommend Religion, 
to be your watchful Guides, to go in and 

out before you. 3 
IV. I come to urge our Lord's own direct 
Appointment, than which nothing can carry 
with jt more awful Authority. If Chriſt 
has Ordain'd that Men ſhould freely give to 
ſupport the Miniſtry of his Goſpel, ſurely 
they will hearken to the Voiee of their Sa- 
viour, as they expect favour when they ap- 
- pear in his ſight ; and this he has fully and 
expreſly done. even ſo bas the Lord ordain'd, 
that 17 which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of 


9 1 "> the Goſpel. | 
Luke o. The original Commiſſion given to the Diſ- 
3,4, 5, 6, Ciples was, go preach , ſaying the Kingdom of 


78,9, o, Heaven i, at hand, provide neither Gold, nor 


ic worthy of his Meat, and the labourer of his 
Hire, | | 

'Tis plain our Saviour ſent them forth in 

his Name, to try what reception they ſhould 

find in the World. They were not to ſet 

out. at their own Charge, nor to expend the 

little Subftance they had of their own, but 


to be maintain'd by thoſe to whom they 
1 were 


18 Silver, nor Braſs in your Purſes, for the workman 


Call. 
were ſent, they were expreſly forbid to cars 
ry with them, Gold, Silver, or Braſs, there 
Reaſon is plain and convincing, the labourer 
is worthy of bis hire. And ſurely the Ser- 
vants of ſuch a Lord deſery'd a kind En- 
tertainment, the Meſſengers of ſuch glad 
Tidings ought to have a very welcome re- 
ception; accordingly their Lord demanded 
and expected it from thoſe who were ho- 
nour'd with their Preſence and Meſſage. 
They are very awful words, He that re- Matt. 10. 
ceiveth you, receiveth me, and he that receiveth4© 
me, receiveth him that ſent me. He that hear- = 
eth you, heareth me, and he that deſpiſeth you, Luke 10. 
deſpiſeth me, and be that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth 18. 
him that ſent me. | | 
All this is verify'd in our Day with 
regard to faithful Miniſters, and will be 
made good to the very End of the 
World, Whether Men conſider it or no, 
the Laws of Chriſt's Kingdom are till 
the ſame, and he expects a willing Obe- 
dience to 'em; the ſtanding irreverſible 
order is, that they which are taught in 
the Word, do, freely communicate to 
them, who teach in all good Things And 
'tis added in the Words following, Be not 
deceived, God is not mocked, for whatſoever 4 
ſ- | Man ſoweth that ſhall he alſo reap. | 
of Since it is thus, that our Lord Chriſt 
the Author- of the Goſpel, Redeemer of 
his Church and People, and Judge of the _ 
World; has undeniably ordain'd a main- 
tenance for the Miniſters of his Word, 
then ſuffer me to beſeech and intreat you, 
to receive 'em as his Ambaſſadors, who 
repreſent his awful Perſon, eſteem em as 
luch, make a competent Proviſion for be 0 
| __ while 
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— 
hile they are feeding you with Divine 
nowledge, and leading you in the way 
to eternal Life, | | 

Thus 1 have endeavour'd to ſhew yon, 
the Ground upon which the maintenance 
of the Miniſtry is founded, in as plain 
and brief a manner as 1 could. 1 ſhall 
take notice hut of two Objections at preſent, 


and ſo paſs on. - 


1. The one is this, Tis not aſcertain'd 
and dttermin'd what muſt and ſflould be 
allowed for this Service. 

Anſwer, this do's not diſcharge any from 
their Obligation to the Duty it ſelf, every 


one ought to contribute according to his 


Subſtance and Ability, till the Miniſtry is 
honourably provided for; and the Mini- 
ſter placd above the Apprehenſions of 
want, or any contempt upon that Account! 
That he may be able to anſwer with eaſe 
and honeſty the demands of Life, and 
provide for his Family with Reputation. 
To be plain in this Caſe, the maintenance 
of a Miniſter ought to be more than juſt 
enough to keep him from 'real want, it 
ſhould be ſufficient to enable him io ſu- 
ſtain every Branch of his tender and ſa- 
cred Character; to be given to Hoſpitality, 
is one expreſs Qualification required in a 
Miniſter: And how ſhall he open his 
Hand and' his Houſe to entertain and re- 
lieve others, unleſs the People by their 
free and generous Allowances, put it in 

his Power fo to do? 2 
Again, that Man is anworthy of ths 
Chriitian Profeſſion, nay, [aid to be worſe 
than an Irfidel, who do's not provide for 
his Family, thoſe of his on Houſe, rw 
| | cially 


[ 33 ] 
cially his own Fleſh and Blood. Tis but 
a melancholy Proſpect, and it creates ma- 
ny dark Apprehenſions, When a Miniſter 
has but meerly a bare Subſiſtance, end 
is able to leave nothing in Store, for a 
poor Widow, and fatherleſs Children, 
when his own Head is laid. And I have 
ſometimes Thought, that the Relict and 
Deſcandants of ſuch a Miniſter muſt have 
more than ordinary Impreſſions of religi- 
on, if they don't on Occaſions, ſeverely 
reflect on the Conduct of ſuch a Perſon, 
who for the fake of ſerying the Publick 


by his Miniſtry, left his own Family ſo 


very bare behind him in the World. How 
far the Goſpel, requires Selt-denial in this 
Point, I will not at ' preſent pretend to 
determine. e 

However, 1 fhould think that the Con- 
ſideration of theſe Things, might ſome- 
what enlarge the Hearts of all, in whoſe 
Power it is, to have a very favourable 
Regard to thoſe Miniſters; eſpecially, who 
are ſurrounded with numerous Families, 
and yet but in low Circumſtances, as to 
the Things of this World. 

2. The other vulgar Objection is this, if 
Miniſters of the Goſpel are paid for their 
Miniſtration, then they may be juſtly 
look'd upon, as no better than Hirelings. 

The ſhorteſt way to anſwer this Obje- 
Ction, is to ſhew what Hirelings are; or 
who properly deſerve that Name, In ſhort, 
they are ſuch as preach for a Livina, 
purely with that View; ſuch as would 
not meddle with the Goſpel and the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, if their Livings and Emo- 
luments were allow'd 'em without it, they 
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are ſuch whoſe Aim and Buſineſs is to ag- 
grandize themſelves, and riſe to Prefer- 
ments in this World, by their appearance 
in the ſacred Order of the Miniſtry. They 
have no concern for the Souls of Men, 
and don't care what becomes of the Flock; 
if they themſelves can but live in Fulneſs 
and Luxury. The Prophet Ezekiel has 
denounced a terrible Wo againſt ſuch. 


Chap. 33. Jo be to the Shepherds of Iſrael, that do feed 
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the mſelves; ſhould not the Shepherds feed the 
Flocks? Ie eat the Fat, and ye cloath you 
with the Wool, ye kill them that are fed, but 
ye feed not the Flock. I have nothing to 
do with theſe Prophets, nor yet with 
their Wages. 
| am ſpeaking of, and pleading, for the 
faithful Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, who love 
him, and ſerve him out of a Principle of 
' Love, and a tender Concern for the Sal- 
vation of Mankind. For we preach not our 
felves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and our 
ſelves your Servants for Jeſus ſake. | 
All ſincere Preachers, and Paſtors are 
of this Number, and are properly call'd 
the Aſiniſters or Servants of the Churches for 
their awful Maſter's ſake: They watch 
not only over their own Souls, but the 
Souls of others, they endeavour to ap- 
prove themſelves to every Man's Conſci- 
ence, as faithful Stewards of the manifold 
Myſteries of Chriſt, They are his Ambaſ- 
ſadors, to treat with a rebellious, ſtub- 
born, 3nd ignorant World, who lay out 
their Health and Stiength, in promoting 
the glorious Goſpel of the Son of God, 
and who look further than the Hands of 
Men, even to the Hands of their 
E 
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ed Redeemer, for a Reward an Crown 
of Glory, 


I ſhall now inſtead of any other Ap. 
plication of this Diſcourſe, cloſe all, by 
adding ſome ſuitable Motives, to induce 
and encourage thoſe that are able to Su 
port the Miniſters of the Goſpel in their 

reat and neceſſary Work, 

1. Remember that whilſt you ſtrengthen 
their Hands, yon are in ſome Senſe Fel. 
low-labourers with 'em in the Vineyard and 
Harveſt of our Lord. To give conſcien- 
tiouſly towards maintaining the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, will entitle you to a ſhare 
in the Glory that ſhall be revealed. 

If the Conſideration of this, will not 
prevail with Men that firmly believe a fu- 
ture State of Retribution, I know not what 
will; do you find any landable Zeal, and 
holy working in your Minds, to be uſe- 
ful in the Salvation of others? And wonld 
you be partakers of the Honour and Re- 
ward of well-doing, in winning Sonls to 
God? Then Support thoſe who induſtri- 
ouſly Labour in the Word and Doctrine. 


Read and conlider well what is ſaid, They Dan. 12. 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 3+ 


Firmament, and they that turn many to Righs 


teouſneſs as the Stars for ever and ever, Know James 5. 
aſſuredly, that he which converteth a Sinner 10, 
from the error of his Way, ſhall ſave a S 


from Death, and hide a muſ'titude of Sins. 


Be nat weary in well-dong , for in due ſeaſon, Gal. 6. 9. 


ye ſhall reap if ye faint not. Therefore my 
beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedſaſt, unmoveable, 


always ahounding in the work of the Lord, for 


as much as ye know, that your Labour is not 


1 Cor.15. 
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in vain in the Lord For God is nat nnrigb- 
teous to ſ:rget your Work and Labour of Love, 
mph ch ye have ſhewed toward his Name, in 
that ye have miniſter d to the Saints and do 
AMiniſter. Theſe Words ſhall not fall to 
the Ground, they ſhall anſwer the End 
for which they were ſpoken, he is faith- 
fel that has promiſed. Therefore conſider 
the End of ſuch a Converſation, keep 
your Eye upon the Recompence of the 
Rcward, looking further than the Things 
that are ſeen which are but Temporal, e- 
ven to the Things that are not ſcen which 
are Eternal. 


2. To ſupport the Intereſt of Chriſt 


and Religion, is the moſt honourable Way 


of lay ing out your Subſtance, in the eſteem 
of all ſerious and religious People, acting 
from a fincere Principle in this Point 
claims, à juſt and allowable Regard from 
both Ged and good Men; free from any 
aby.ct and vain Applauſe, that a pharl- 
{iical Spirit is ſo fond of We read of 
ſome whole Praiſe was in the Goſpel, thro? 
«ll the Churches: there are ſome Names and 
Characters handed down in the Holy Scrip- 
tuies, With a very recommending, grate- 


ful remembrance of thoſe Perſons, and. 


of what they did, meerly for their ſhew- 
ing great and remarkable Reſpect, to thoſe 
who miniſterd for God in Holy Things. 


The Lord always fignified his high Ap- 


pro bation of the Actions of willing Minds, 
manifeſted in a liberal Behaviour towards 
his Servants 3 be loveth a chearful Giver. 
And he has often ſhewn, and do's ſtill e- 
ven in our Day, give diſtinguiſhing Marks 
of his Favour to ſich, in a viſible man- 

| ner, 
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ner, in this preſent Life. Tis ſaid, That 
God bleſſed the Houſe of Obed-edom, and al 
that pertain'd unto him, becauſe of his Ark 
baving Entertainment there, for the ſpace of 
ſome Months. | | 
1 ſhall take the Liberty to lay before 
you, ſome other particular plain Inſtances 
to this Purpoſe, and leave the Enlarge- 
ment on theſe Things, to your ſerious 
Meditations, I can't paſs by the famous 
Caſe of the generous Shunamitiſ Woman, 
who was as notably rewarded, for ſhew-  _ 
ing tender Reſpect to the Prophet Eliſha, in? King. 4. 
not only giving him Bread and Entertain- $: 
ment, as he ſojourn'd; but in cauſing a 
diſtinct commodious Apartment to be built 
for him, that he might uſe it as his own, 
when he paſſed and repaſied that way. 
And ?tis ſaid ſhe did this, becauſe ſhe per- 
cciv'd him to be an Ii Man of God, 
often coming by hcr Habitation in* his 
Travels, = 
There is a peculiar Beauty in the fami- 
liar Stile, and lively Repreſentation of the 
ſacred Hiſtorian, And it fell on that Day 
that Eliſha paſſed to Shunem, where was a 
great Woman (in - worldly Circumſtances) and 
Jue conſtrained him to eat Bread, and ſo it 
was, that as oft as he paſſed by, be turned in 
thither to eat Brend; and ſhe ſaid unto her 
Husband, tchold now, I perceive, that this is 
au Holy Man of God, which paſſeth by ns 
continually, let us make & little Chamber, 1 
pray thee on the Wal, and let us ſet for him 
'icre a Bed, and a Talle, and a Stool, and 
4 Candleſtick, and it ſhall be when he cometh 
io us, that he (hall turn in thither. | 


And 
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And what was done by the Divine Hand 
in Conſideration of this eminent Zeal? 
The Lord gave her the deſirable Bleſſing 
of a Son, miraculouſly rais'd him to Life 
again when he was really dead, gave her 
Favour in the Eyes of the King, who 
cauſed her Houſe and Land to be reſto. 
red to her and her Family, which ſhe had 
been oblig'd to quit for the ſpace of ſeven 
Years together, on Account of a very ſe- 
vere Famine: Again, it ſeems at firſt view, 
but as a trifling and inſignificant Thing, 
that the Woman in the Goſpel ſhould 
Matt. 26. pour ſuch || a Box of Ointment on our 
_ Saviours Head ; but *rwas order'd in Di- 
vine Wiſdom ſoy that it was a prefigure 
of the manner of his Burial: And he took 
ſach Notice of it, as to call it a good 
Work wro't upon him, and, declar'd it 
ſhould never be forgotten, but where-ever 
the Goſpel ſhould be preach'd in the whole 
World, there ſhould this Thing alſo, be 
told as a Memorial of her. The Apoſtle 
has gratefully recorded the Zeal and Li- 
berality of Oneſiphorus, Who made it his 
Buſineſs to find him out, tho? in a Priſon, 
; often refreſh'd him, and was not aſham'd o 
17 . his Bac 12 in requital of ch a chi 
l ſtian Behaviour, the Apoſtle prays, That 


| 'Tis called a Box of very precious Ointment, 
being compounded of Spices and Aromatic in- 
gredients; thus we read John 19. 40. They took 
the Body of Jeſus, and wound it in linnen Clothes 
with the Spices, as the manner of the Jews was 
to bury, aid they bad prepared Ointments for 
Like 22.16 iis Purpoſe, as hey uied to do to great bet 
7 bonsges, lee the emyglming of Jacob, Gen, . 
0c 
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Ge would ſhew Mercy to him and his 

Houſe. 125 
Gaius, and the elect Lady are both ho- 

nour'd by the Apoſtle John, each with a 

diſtin& Epiſtle, for their eminent Appea- 24 and 34 

rance for, and Adherence to the Truth; Epiſt. 

and eſpecially for their great Hoſpitality, 

in entertaining and ſuccouring the Apoſtles 

and their faithful Aſſiſtants the Miniſters 

of the Goſpel in thoſe Days. Theſe are 

ſhining Examples worthy your Imitation, 

*twould be a large but a very noble Cloud 

of pf uh were we to take Notice of 

all thoſe who are recorded for their 

eminent Zeal for God and Chriſt, 

and the Support of Rgligion. But the | 


i , mention of their Names is per fum'd with 
| the ſweet Incenſe of Divine Approbation, 
God has publickly own'd 'em, and ſigni- | 
g hed an high eſteem for 'em: And that is | 
* enough; there is nothing higher to be 
0 deſir'd, who is more illuſtrious than that 
- Man, whoſe Praiſe is of Ged? We axe Heb. 10. 
le directed to provoke one another unto love, and 24. 
8 good Works. Brethren whatſoever Things are 
bis true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever 
n Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
= whatſoever Thirgs are lovely, whatſoever Things 
1 are of good Report, if there be any Vertue; if 
bat there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things; 
And indeed what can be more honou- 
. rably ſaid of a Perſon even amongſt Men, 
in- than that he voluntarily iſſues out a con- 
leo  liderable Part of his Subſtance: for publick 
; — good, eſpecially when he levels his Deſigns 


for the Spiritual Advantage of others ? This 
valtly heighthens the commendable Cha- 
racter. How honourahly does it Sound 

„ 
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when it can be truly aid, that ſuch a Per- 
ſon is a great Inſtrument in the hand of 
Providence, to keep the Goſpel in ſuch a 
City, Town or Village? he ſtands as it 
were in the Gap, and prevents the removal 
of the Candleſtick out of it's Place: And 
tho, the Glory be intirely due to God, who 
liberally beſtow'd the Subſtance, and Gra- 
ciouſly gave the Heart to lay it out, for 
theſe good Ends, yct the Inhabitants of that 
Neighbourhood, are more beholding to ſuch 
a Man than they are awate, he does what 
lies in his Power to awaken his Neighbours 
and thoſe round about him, and to fore- 
warn em to flee from the wrath to come, and 
to ſecure the things that belong to their eternal 
peace, before it be too Inte. Large generous 
views worthy a Chriſtian Spirit! What a glo- 
rious Reward muſt be in reſerve for fach 
a Righteous Man! Were I in a private 
Capacity of Life, and had wherewith of this 
World's Goods, I would ſecure an able 
and faithful Miniſtry where I liv'd. 
This is the ready way to draw down the 
bleſſings of Heaven, and to reap of the 
increaſe of the Earth, the way to. honour 
God here and to be admitted to live with 
him hercafter. 
I have but one word more to add, and 
that is this, what has beed ſaid on this 
Subject, does not only concern Members of 
Congregations, and thoſe. in Communion, 
who have actually given up their Names, 
firſt to the Lord, and then to one another ac- 
cording to the will of God. But *tis the duty 
of all others, of common hcarers and at- 
tendants, to contribute towards ſypporting 
the Miniſtry of tho Word. Yea, the duty, 
| E 0 


that before the Law, and under the Law, 
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of Servants and young ones, according to 
what they have, for the Lord requires no 
otherwiſe. This is the way to learn to be 
uſeful in your Day, when God ſhall furniſh 

on with - better ability, and raiſe you to 
kietier Stations in the World. Remember 
the Mite of the Widow caſt into the Trea- 
ſury, was accepted and narrowly obſery'd 
by the Lord, 'twas look'd upon as more 


than the Contribution of the Rich, who 


gave out of their Abundance, Conſider the 
enlargedneſs and zeal of their Hearts of 
old, at the Building of the Tabernacle. And 


they came every one whoſe Heart ſtirred him Exod. 25. 
up, every one whom his Spirit made him willing. 21,22,23, 
And every Man with whom was found Blue, 25, 26. 


and Purple, and Scarlet, and fine Linen, and 
Goat*s Hair, and red Shins of Rams, and Badgers 
Shins, bro't em. And every Man with whom 
was found Shittim-Wood, for any work of the 
Service brought it. And all the Women that 
were wiſe-hearted, did ſpin with their hands, 


and brought that which they had ſpun. 


Now theſe things are recorded for our 
admonition, and ſnhew to us, that the Lord 
looks at the Heart, and the willing Mind, 
and that none muſt be uſeleſs in the ſervice 
of God ; *tis requir'd from us according to 
what we have, and not according to what we 
have not. They that can't afford to give 


much, may be able to give ſomething, and 


in ſo doing they diſcharge a good Conſci- 
ence toward God, 

And now my Brethren, to Conclude, I 
hope you'l bear the word of Exhortation, 
have endeavour'd to ſet your Duty beſore 
you, in as clear Light as I could, and ſhewn, 


and 


— —5 ʒ — rr 


C42 ] 
and even under the Goſpel, twas and is the 
duty of all to aſſiſt in ſupporting the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God. Now, as you re- 
gard the honour of our Redeemer, as. you 
would ſecure the Salvation of your own Souls, 
as you would promote the eternal welfare 
of your Families, Relations, and Neigh- 
bours, conſider well what has been ſaid, 
give this Doctrine Room and entertainment 
in your hearts, and happy are ye, now ye know 
theſe Things, if ye do em. 


